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“The American Cents (says a letter from Newark) do not answer our expectation, The chain on the reverse is 
but a bad omen for liberty, and liberty herself appears to be in a fright. May she not justly cry out in the words of the 
Apostle, ‘Alexander the copper-smith hath done me much harm; the Lord reward him according to his works’ * ?”—- 
The Mail or Claypoole’s Daily Advertiser, Philadelphia, March 18, 1793. 


Tue Cents or 1793 may be divided into ruree casses, the heads upon all facing to the right. 


Crass 1. The Cain or Linx Cents, of which we find three Obverse and two Reverse dies. 
Crass 2. The Wrearu Cents, having six Obverse and six Reverse dies. 
Crass 3. The Liserry-Cap Cents, with three Obverse and two Reverse dies. 


Crass 1 comprises Nos. 1, 2, and 3, with Reverses A and B. The Heads are not in high relief, 
and have the hair in fine locks, The legend Liserry is above the head, the date 1793 beneath. 
The Reverses of this class, A and B, have the words One Cenr and the fraction ,4, within an 
endless chain of fifteen links, which is encircled by the legend. Around the field of both Obverse 
and Reverse is a narrow, raised rim. The edges are usually divided into four unequal sections, 
of which the two smaller are milled, the two larger being filled by a vine bearing small trefoil 
leaves, and blossoms. This edge has commonly been described as “Stars and Stripes”, which 
appearance it has when so worn as to obliterate the stem of the vine. The sizes vary from 16 
to 174. 

No. 1 (with Revs. A and B). A head of Liberty, with hair in fine locks flowing freely backward 
and downward, The letters of the legend are regular in size and spacing. The figures of the 
date are widely spread, the distance between them averaging more than one-sixteenth of an inch, 
that between the 7 and g being much greater than the others. The point of the bust is short and 
curved, terminating at nearly one-eighth of an inch from the figure 3, and a little to its right. The 
lower locks of hair point at the figure 1, the longer ones at the left extending as far as the upper 
circle of the date. 

No. 2 (with Rev. B). Similar to the preceding, but with hair flowing more full and long, the 
lower and longer locks reaching to the left of the date, and nearly to its lower circle. The letters 
of the legend are irregular in size and position, the R being larger and higher than any of the 
others. ‘The date is not as much spread as in No. 1, and the space between the g and 3 is less 
than that between the other figures. The point of the bust is long and straight, terminating near 
the figure 3, the body of which points at its tip end. This is found (but rarely) with edge plain. 

No 3 (with Rev. B). The hair is much like that of No. 2, but the form and termination of the 
bust are like those of No. 1. The letters are regular in size, but irregular in spacing, the L and I 
being very near together, and the B dropping below the others, which are more regularly placed, 
The date is still more closely set than in the preceding, the g and 3 being very close. Both 
legend and date are followed by a period. 

Reverse A (for Obv. 1). An endless chain of fifteen links enclosing the words One Cenr and 
the fraction z4,5 A small dot (the centre mark of the a appears between the tops of the E and 
N of Cent, and both words are placed at nearly — istance (at the right and left) from the 
chain. The legend, which commences at the top, is Unrrep Srares or Ameri. The line dividing 
the numerator of the fraction from its denominator, is fully one-sixteenth of an inch below the 





















* The Text, thus wittily applied to Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, is not quoted with strict correctness, 
It reads: “ Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works ;” I Timothy, 
Wey 14, ; 
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word Cenr, the letter E of which is a little higher than the rest of that word. The numerator is 
as much above that line as the denominator is below it, its top not reaching to the bottom of the 
letters above. 

Rev. B (for Obvs. 1, 2, and 3). Of the same general design with the above, but the letters of the 
words One Cent are more widely spaced, so that, although at about the same distance from the 
chain at the left, they nearly touch it at the right. In this die no centre mark is visible. Legend 
Unirep Srates or America (no punctuation), The line in the fraction is much less than one- 
sixteenth of an inch from the bottom of the word Cent, the top of the numerator rising as high as 
the lower part of that word, the E in which appears to be slightly lower than the other letters, 
The line has a slight depression directly underneath the numerator, which, but for this, would rest 
upon it, and indeed, in many specimens appears to do so, The figure 1 of the denominator is 
nearer to the ciphers, the latter are placed at greater distance below the line, and the whole is in 
smaller figures than in A. A slight imperfection may be seen in the link under the letter N of 
Unirep, it being at the right end of its outer edge slightly double cut. 

Crass 2 comprises from 4 to 9, with Reverses Clto H inclusive, known as Wreath Cents, the 
heads of which are larger, in more bold relief, with hair longer and in thicker locks, flowing more 
backward; the type, in fact, closely resembling the French ideal head of Liberty, but without the 
cap and staff. Above the head the legend Liserry Between the bust and the date is a sprig 
of three leaves. ‘The Reverses have the words One Centr within a wreath formed by two curved 
branches covered with leaves, most of which are ovate (a few only being trefoil), and among which 
are interspersed numerous sprays, some of which are single, others branching, but all of them covered 
with small berries. ‘The stems of the branches are crossed below, and tied by a ribbon which 
forms within the wreath a single bow or loop, its ends forked and falling below the stems, leaving 
between them a space which is occupied by the fraction ;4, The legend, commencing near the 
left-hand stem, and ending near the one at the right, is Unirep States or America Near the edge, 
upon both sides, is a circle of fine beads forming the border. The edges are like those of Class 
1, with the exception of that of No. 9, which is oftener found lettered. In some rare instances 
specimens of both the above classes are found with edges plain. Sizes from 16} to17}. 

No. 4 (with Rev. C). The head is larger, and the features are more marked than in the prece- 
ding; the hair is longer, in thicker locks, and flowing back more profusely, the lower lock double 
and reaching nearly to the border. Legend and date about the same size as in the last, but more 
widely and evenly spaced. The letter R is placed over the front of the hair, and the date nearer 
to the point of the bust thanto the hair, Beneath the bust is a sprig of three broad ovate leaves, the 
stem of which is just above the angle of the 7, and inclines slightly to the right, the left-hand leaf 
forming nearly a right angle with the central one, the angle of the centre leaf with that at the right 
being more acute. 

No. 5 (with Rev, C). Similar to No. 4, but with legend and date much smaller and more 
closely spaced; the R is larger than the other letters, and the Y over the front of the hair. The 
date is much nearer to the hair than to the point of the bust. The stem of the sprig (which is 
much like that of No. 4) starts about midway between the tops of the 7 and 9, inclining sharply 
to the right, the leaf upon that side lying horizontally over the figure 3, and extending a little to 
the right of that figure. 

Rev. C (for Obvs. 4 and 5). The words One Centr are high in the wreath, the centre mark 
appearing between the middle of the Eand Nof Cenr. The left-hand branch has nineteen ovate 
and three trefoil leaves, the upper trefoil being underneath the D of Unirep and opposite the word — 
Cent, the two lower under the N and I of the same word and much below the word Cent, the 
outer one nearly underneath the one inside of the wreath. The right-hand branch has fifteen ovate 
and three trefoil leaves, the latter opposite the inner trefoil upon the other branch, under the IC 
of America, and very close together, the two outer ones being connected. The leaves are close © 
and thickly set. The bow is small and round, the ribbon of which it is formed being wide and 
heavy, with ends forked or double. The left-hand stem lies upon the ribbon, the point of the one 

at the right nearly touching the last A of the legend. A straight line divides the numerator of 
- the fraction from its denominator, the figures of which are widely spaced. The border of beads is — 
very close upon the legend. 

No. 6 (with Rev. D) is a unique piece, so far as is known to us, and, being much worn, a com 
cise description is impossible. Its distinguishing feature is in the leaves under the bust, which are 
three trefoils or clover leaves, and underneath the one at the right a blossom. ‘The legend and 
date in small letters and figures, but the whole of the date not distinct. The letter R occupies# 
position similar to that in No, 4. The point of the bust is more broad and rounded than in any 
other type. 

Rev. D (for Obv. 6). One Cent lower in the wreath, the centre mark under the N of One, and 
a wide space between the two words. The leaves upon the left branch are fifteen ovate and two: 
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the latter under the T of Unrrep, and nearly on a level with the bottom of the word Cent. Those 
upon the right are fourteen ovate, and two trefoil which are under the R of Amearica, and a little 
lower than the two opposite. The bow is larger and more open than in C, but more depressed at its 
top. The stems are nearly equal in length, and quite near to each end of the legend, the one at the 
right resting upon the curve of the ribbon end. The line in the fraction straight, but much nearer 
the numerator than the denominator. This specimen is so much worn that no further particulars 
can be given. 

No. 7 (with Revs. E and F) in most particulars resembles No. 5; the principal variation being 
found in the sprig beneath the bust, which in this is of three narrow leaves, the two at the right be- 
ing upon the same stem, the other joining a branch below by a stem of its own. ‘The branch 
(which is found only upon this variety) reaches from the middle of the top of the 7 to the top of 
the 3. The three lower locks of hair are nearly parallel, the upper 6ne (turning down slightly 
at its point) approaching closely to the border ; those at the top of the head are not as long or full as 
in 5. The position of the R is the same as in Nos. 4 and 6, and the date about midway between 
the hair and the point of the bust. In some specimens a slight line (indicating a crack in the die) 
may be found extending from the point of the bust toward the border. 

Rev. E (for Obv. 7). The words One Cenr fully as high as in C, as shown by the centre 
mark ; but the space underneath is more nearly filled by the bow, which is here quite high and 
nearly triangular, but curving slightly inward at its top and sides. On the left hand branch are twelve 
ovate and three trefoil leaves, the upper trefoil being under the first T of Srares, the others under 
the T of Unirep, and even with the top of the bow. Upon the right are fourteen ovate, and two 
trefoil which are nearly opposite the two upon the left. The leaves are less compact or closely set 
than in the preceding. The ends of the ribbon are not as heavy as those of C, but more deeply 
forked, the one at the left being most so. The stems lie near the ends of the ribbon and nearly 
parallel with them. The first letter of the legend is much nearer the stem upon the left than is 
the last to that at the right. The line in the fraction is curved, nearly touching both ends of ribbon. 
A crack extends from the first T of Srares, across the centre of the die, to the last A of America, 
The beaded border is not quite as near the legend as in C. 

Rev. F (for Obv. 7). One Cent lower in the wreath, the centre mark being at the top of the 
N of Cent. On the left hand branch are eleven ovate and two trefoil leaves; upon the right, 
twelve ovate and two trefoil. ‘Two of the four trefoils are under the Baof Unirep, the others under 
the R of America, and all on a line with the word Cenr. ‘The lower leaves at the left are more 
loosely arranged than those-at the right. The bow is large, curving outward at the sides, depressed at 
the top, and highest at the right, though not as high from the knot as in E. The ribbon of which 
it is formed is lighter, and with its right end most deeply forked. The stem at the left is short 
and partly joined with the ribbon, while the other is longer and not in contact therewith. The 
line in the fraction is straight, resting upon the figure 1, of 100, the figures of which are set more 
closely than in any other type. A crack in the die extends across the C and A of America to the 
nearest stem. Still more space is here left between the legend and the border. This also is some- 
times found (though very rarely) with edge plain. 

No. 8 (with Rey. G); Similar to No. 7. The Jeaves are not upon a branch, but upon a nearly 
upright stem, starting from midway between the 7 and g, the two outside leaves inclining to right 
and left, forming a right angle with each other, the middle leaf inclining very slightly to the right. 
The three lower locks of hair diverge slightly, the lower one being single and nearly touching the 
border. Legend and date more widely spread than in the preceding, and the R a little more to- 
ward the top of the head than in Nos. 4, 6, and 7. The date is a little nearer to the hair than to 
the point of the bust. 

Rev. G (for Obv. 8). Ong Cent about like F in height, but more to the left of the centre, 
The centre mark, though hardly perceptible, may be seen just at the top of the N, but rather more 
at its right than in F. Twelve ovate and two trefoil leaves upon the left branch, and upon the 
right eleven ovate and two trefoil. The trefoils at the left are under the Tand E of Unirep, the inner 
one is quite near the bottom of the C of Cewnr, those at the right being under the R of America, 
and on a line with the word Cent. The bow is somewhat similar to the last described, though 
smaller, not as much curved out at the sides, and more rounded at the left. The left hand stem is 
short, joining the ribbon at its point; while the other is much longer, free from the ribbon, and 
reaches nearly to the outer circle of the legend, which commences very near the stem at the left, 
ending at a much greater distance from that at the right, and having a period following, which is 
the case with only two other types (one being the Ameri and the other No. 9). The ends of the 
tibbon are deeply forked (the one at the right most so) and very irregularly curved. ‘The line in 
the fraction straight, joining, by a fine line, the ribbon at the left. The figure 1 of denominator 
considerably to the left of the ciphers, the last of which is lowest, The space between the legend 
and border still increases. 
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No. 9 (with Rev. H). This resembles No. 8 in its date and head, though the three lower locks 
are less divergent; but the legend is more like No. 7. The left hand leaf and stem rise perpen- 
dicularly from above the top of the g, the two others inclining to the right, the lower one being 
nearly horizontal. The date, as in No. 5, is very near to the hair, leaving the point of the leaf 
extending over to the right of the 3. The letter R is placed as in Nos. 4, 6, and 7. 

Rev. H (for Obv. 9). The words One Cenrand the centre mark placed much as in F ; but the 
mark is much larger, appearing like part of the N. ‘Twelve ovate and two trefoil leaves upon the 
branch at the left, the one at the right having thirteen ovate and two trefoil. The trefoils at the 
left are under the T of Unrrep, those at the right under the R of America, the inner one nearly in 





contact with the T of Cent, The bow is much like that of G, but less curved in at top and sides, | | 


The stems are nearly equal in length, but the end of the ribbon at the left is shorter and much less 
deeply forked than its opposite, which, at its upper part, is more curved, and in contact with the 
stem. ‘The line in the fraction is very light, curved, and nearly touches the ribbon end at the right, 
leaving a considerable distance between its left and the ribbon on that side. The numerator is 
high above the line, and the denominator nearly asj much below it. The legend here also has a 
period following it, which appears at the end of a spray of berries. The distance from legend to 
border has here reached its widest limit, no letter of it approaching within one-sixteenth inch of 
the beading. ‘This type is sometimes found with edge of vine and milling, but oftener lettered 
One Hunprep ror a Dottar, in letters sometimes so large as to cover fully three-quarters of the 
thickness of the coin; at others not much more than half its thickness; and followed, on some, by 
two short leaf-like dashes, on others by one only, 
Crass 3 includes Nos. 10, 11, and 12, with Reverses J and K. The Cents of this type are 
commonly known as the “ Liberty Cap Cents”, the cap and staff of Liberty forming the distinguish- 
ing features. The hair is shorter, flowing less freely, and falling more toward the neck, showing 
the form of the back of the head, as does no other type. More of the bust is also shown than in 
any of the preceding. The reverses have the words One Cenr nearly in the centre of a wreath, as 
in Class 2, but formed of two olive branches with berries, each of which is upon a single short stem, 
The ribbon which fastens the stems, forms a double bow within the wreath; its ends are square, 
falling below the stems; and in the space between them is the fraction ;}, Legend, Unirep 
Srares or America The beads forming the borders are larger than are those of Class 2; the 
planchets upon which theygwere struck are also larger, measuring from 17} to 184, and with edges 
lettered One Hunprep ror a Dottar. 
Onv. 10 (with Rev. J). In this type the hair is thicker above the forehead, partly confined by a 
band passing over the top of the head, behind which the hair is smooth, Behind the neck it flows 
loosely, the lower lock ending in a short, hook-like curve. A staff, surmounted by a liberty-cap, 
passes behind the neck over the left shoulder. Nearly one-sixteenth of an inch of the staff is visible 
between the cap and the head. The letters are larger than those of any other type. The L nearly 
touches the border, the other letters not being quite as near to it. The end of the staff is heavy, 
and quite near the bust. 
Osv. 11 (with Rev. J). A variety of No. 10, A crack extends across the letter E, passing to the 
right of figure 3. Only about half as much of the staff is visible between the cap and the head, The 
letters are more uniform in distance from the border. The B and E a trifle below the rest. The 
end of the staff is lighter, and not quite as near to the bust. ' 
Osv. 12 (with Revs. J and K). Another variety of No. 10, in which a slight crack is visible 
through the Y of Liserty, reaching the forehead, not showing upon the head (in any specimen I 
have found), but reappearing at the lower lock of hair on the left. This die is very much like No, 
11, but a slight difference may be found in the relative positions of the letters. 
Rev. J (for Obvs. 10,11, and 12). In this variety the left-hand branch has fourteen ovate leaves 
(ten being in pairs and four single) with six berries ; the other having eighteen ovate leaves (fourteen 
in pairs, one single, and near the top a group of three) with five berries, ‘The two lower leaves 
upon each side are in pairs, the points of the two at the top nearly meeting. The stems are straight 
and slender, the left-hand stem crossing above the corresponding end of the ribbon; the other, 
_ passing behind the right end of the ribbon, which turns to the right, directly under the bow, yet 
not passing through the knot, but above the stalk of one branch and the stem of the other, forms — 
a small open triangle with them; a very small triangle is also to be found at the left side of the 
knot (These angles are thus particularly described as forming the readiest points for distinguishing 
the two dies of this class, when both are not at hand for comparison). The right end of the ribbon — 
hangs nearly perpendicular, ending upon the line in the fraction, which is straight and nearer to the 
1 of 100 than to the two ciphers, The left end of the ribbon is longest. The stem atthe left points 
slightly to the right of Unrrep, the one at the right as much to the left of America. 

Rev. K (for Obv. 12), Very much like J, but the two lower leaves at the left single, those at 
the right being double, as in that, though broader. All the leaves more widely spread and a little 
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larger ; one nearly touching the M of America, and the one at the top of the left branch pointing 
between the two upper ones of the right. The left hand stem points to the right of the U of 
Unitep. The one at the right, which forms a sort of loop with the ribbon end, before crossing 
(where J forms a triangle), points directly at the last limb of the last A of America; both ends of 
the ribbon pass through the knot, the left end reaching no lower than the line in the fraction, the 
other reaching opposite the middle of the ciphers, and more pointed at its end. The figures of the 
fraction are a very little larger than in J. ‘This Cent, the only one we find of the variety, being 
much worn, so full a description cannot be given of it as of most of the others; but we hope that 
a fine specimen of it, as well as of No. 6, may be brought to light, and that the fortunate owner will 


favor us with an opportunity to complete the description, and improve, or we might say, perfect, 
our Plate. 


PROPRIETORS OF THE CENTS REPRESENTED IN THE PLATE. 


1. M. L. Mackenzie, New York City (rev. A, the Ameri Cent from E. S. S. Crosby, Boston, Mass. 
the Mickley collection, cost $110). F. Col. M. I, Cohen. 
2. M. L. Mackenzie. 8. Geo. F. Seavey. 
3. M. L. Mackenzie. G. S. S. Crosby, Boston. 
Geo. F. Seavey, Cambridgeport, Mass. 9. L. Bayard Smith, N. Y. (from the Mickley sale, at $28). 
Col. M. I. Cohen, Baltimore, Md. (obv. No. 3). . M. L. Mackenzie. 
. Geo. F. Seavey. . L. Bayard Smith (from the Mickley sale, at $55). 
Geo. F. Seavey. . Richard B. Winsor, Providence, R I. (from the Mickley sale, at 
These two cannot be surpassed for beauty or preservation. $37.50). This probably is the finest “ broken die Lib. cap” cent 
Thomas Cleneay, Cincin., O. (obv. 5} This is a superior piece. in the country. 
Richard B. Winsor, Providence, R. I. . S. S. Crosby (rev. K). 
- as “ = “ ee . M. L. Mackenzie. 
Mortimer L. Mackenzie (its rev. is F). <. S. S. Crosby. 


2 So us PP 


Nores.—No. 2. A plain edge specimen of this piece is in the possession of Mr. Ben. Betts, peeshive, N. Y. 

No. 7, with rev. F. A plain edge of this variety is in the cabinet of Dr. Augustine Shurtleff. Brookline, Mass. 

No. 9. There are three different edges: one with the Vine and Bars (Henry Groh’s), the other two both lettered “ One Hundred for A 
Dollar”, but differing in the execution. 

No. 7, rev. F. We found this to be the most common of the wreaths, and more generally in fine condition. Next to this was No. 3, also, in 
most instancees, in fine condition. 

Besides those gentlemen whose names appear above, we furnish a list of a few others whose pieces, as we remember, were quite equal to 
those photographed. 


1, rev. A. Heman Ely, Elyria, Ohio. Seavey’s being the best, next were those of Messrs. Brevoort, 
I, rev. F. Rises Safes as. H. Taylor, R ewitt, Jr., and Chas. Gschwend. 


y 
3. Messrs. Seavey, Cohen, and Emil Cauffman. 9. Henry Groh, vine and on edge. 


7, rev. E, Messrs. Bushnell, Stickney, and Dr. Shurtleff. L. B. Smith, both varieties of lettered edge. 
7, rev. F. Messrs. Bushnell, Cleneay, Reakirt, and Stickney. Peter Gschwend, Jr., an excellent one with lettered edge, from the 
8. This variety is very difficult to meet with in fine condition: Mr. Mickley sale, more recently in E. J. Farmer’s collection. 


Nos. 6, 12, and K. We could not do better in regard to these ; but we propose, if they are improved, to have them photographed, and they 
can be pasted over those now on the plate. 

The above named gentlemen we occasion to note, as we happened to be familiar with their 93s. There may be others who have some 
excellent specimens, but we were not made acquainted with them. Mr. Wm. S. Appleton’s absence in Europe prevented us from being 
assisted by him, and enjoyi sy ep bode deg Lp 

We would add a remark to the that the plate does not do the pieces full justice, and although they may appear very fine, still the pieces 
themselves must be seen to be better appreciat 


AUTOGRAPHS OF THE “SIGNERS”, 
(Conctupep.) 


Southern Class—The Maryland Signers are Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, and 
Charles Carroll. 

Cuase is scarce, and a good A. L. S. is worth $10. Small Money-Orders or Checks, are some- 
times found, and in that shape it is wofth about $3. 

Paca is very difficult to obtain in the form of good A. L. S,, and a fine Letter is worth $10 to 
812. Inferior specimens can be obtained without much trouble at from $3 to $5. _ There are two 
forms of signature, one with a large P (Paca), the other small (paca): the former is the more 
esteemed. 

Strong is very scarce, and a good A. L. S. is worth $20 to $25. 

Carrot is common, though nearly all the Letters that are met with are of late dates, about 
1820. $3 to $5 is the value of a good Letter. 

The Virginia Signers are George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thos. Jefferson, Benj. Harrison, 
Thos. Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, and Carter Braxton. 

Wyrue is very scarce, and a fine Letter is well worth $15. 

R. H. Les is rather common, and good A. L. S, can be had for $5 or $6. L. S., as President of 
Congress, are worth about $3. 

Jerrerson is common, though, as in the case of Carroll, most of his Letters that are met with are 
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of late date. $4 is the value of good A. L.S. L. S. and D.S., as Secretary of State, may be valued 
at 75c. to $1.50, according to condition. 

Harrison is of about equal rarity and value with Wythe. L. S., as Governor of Virginia, are 
worth about $5. 

Ne son is also scarce, and A. L.S. are worth $10. 

F. L. Lee is the rarest of the Virginia names, and a good A. L. S. is worth $15 to $20. 

Braxton is of about equal scarcity and value with R. H. Lee. 

The North Carolina Signers are William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and John Penn. 

They are all of great scarcity, and of equal value, about $20 each. 

The South Carolina Signers are Edward Rutledge, Thos. Lynch, Jr., Thos. Heyward, Jr., and 
Arthur Middleton. 

Rurwepce is scarce, and good A.L.S. are worth $12 to $15. Law-Documents are sometimes 
found, and are worth from $3 to $6, according to size, &c. 

Lyncu is the rarest name of the entire series, and ib not to be had (excepting perhaps in two or 
three collections) in any other form than that of cut signatures. All the Lynches now in collections 
came originally from the late Mr. Tefft, of Savannah, and appear to be taken from books formerly 
in Lynch’s library; and, unless a signature can be traced back as coming directly from him, its 
genuineness must be considered as being very questionable. It is impossible to place any valuation 
on this name. 

Heywarp is of extreme rarity, and ‘a Letter may be valued at $30. D.S., as Governor, are 
worth $6 to $8. 

Mippteron is also very rare, and is generally found in the shape of small Orders, signed by him 
and also by John Rutledge and David Ramsay, and in that form it is worth-$10, An A.L.&, 
would bring $30. 

The Georgia Signers are Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, and George Walton 

Gwinnett is next to Lynch the rarest name of the series. With the exception of an L. S. in 
the possession of Mr. Mickley, all the specimens I have met with were D.S., and in very ordinary 
condition, Even in this form, however, it may be valued at $40 to $50. 

Lyncxw and Gwinnerr are the two names, in obtaining which, persons making a set of Signers 
experience most difficulty; and their value may be said to depend, in a great measure, upon the 
anxiety of the collector to @@mplete his set, and his consequent liberality. 

Hatz is also of great rarity, and a Letter is worth $30 or more. 

— is more readily obtainable, though it is becoming scarce. An A. L. S. may be valued 
at $15. 

It will of course be understood that these estimates of the value of the different Signers are based 
upon the presumption of their being good, and in most cases fine specimens, Although some of them 
are worth the prices named in any form, inferior specimens of others can often be obtained at much 


less prices. C, De F. B, 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Regular meeting, March 11, 1869.—The President in the chair. 
The following letter was read from Mr. R. W. Ogden, Corresponding Member, New Orleans: 


New Orteans, Feb. 25, 1869. 
Pror. Antuon, President, Ge. : 

Dear Sir :—I have noticed, in my studies of Numismatics, that it is generally the opinion, at the North, that no cents 
were coined in 1815; and although Dr. Dickeson in his very able work, p. 211, writes: “In this year, we are satis 
there was no coinage of either cents or half cents, or even a pattern piece gotten up for either”, &c., yet further on he 
says: “A few amateur collectors, however, boast of genuine specimens, and cite tests and proofs; but if the coins could tell 
their ow history they would not impute their origin to the U. S. Mint. Those we have examined bearing the date of this 
year, are clearly alterations of the cent of 1813”, &c. 

If you will refer to page 204 of the Manual of Gold and Silver Coins, by Eckfeldt and Du Bois, published at the Assay 
Office of the Mint, 1842, you will read “No cents (except a few specimen pieces) in 1815 and 1823”. (The compiles 
giving an account of the various coinages at the mint. ) 

Page 212, of Dr. Dickeson’s work, a description is given of the cent of 1823, in which he states the coinage to have 
been 12,250, remarking: “ This coinage is not acknowledged in the Mint Report”. 

Now, Mr. President, with all respect due to the opinion of Dr. Dickeson, I conscientiously believe I have in my collec- 
tion a genuine cent of the United States Mint of 1815. 
I began the collecting of Coins and Medals, as nearly as I can recollect, in or about 1829 or 1830; and, with all the — 
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assiduity I possessed, could never find a cent of 1815. From the time above noted I have devoted much of my leisure to 
Numismatics, and presume I have made some progress, my collection now numbering some 2000 or 3000 pieces of various 
countries and nations, Judge of my gratification at meeting, in the hands of a gentleman here in New Orleans, some 5 
or 6 years ago, a perfect specimen of a cent of 1815, of which, after long negotiation, I finally became the possessor. This 
gentleman is a friend of high character, formerly employed in the Louisiana Bank of this city; and his statement (which I 
have every reason to believe to be true) is that he procured this cent of 1815 in New York, in the year 1825, and that it 
had never left his possession until transferred to me. 

Knowing the doubts that existed, I have had the cent examined by every engraver and. die-sinker | could find, The 
result was in every case a full and decided opinion that the coin was a genuine one, struck from a U. S, Mint die, without 
any alteration, ‘To my mind, and having examined the coin very closely, 1 have no doubt of the genuineness of this coin; 
and could I, by any means, forward it to the society. would be happy to have them examine it. As for the coin having 
been altered from the issue of 1813, the figures prove it not to be the case, as the position of the figure 3 could not form 
such a perfect figure 5, the angles being entirely different. 

As a proof of what I assert, I forward a copy of a certificate kindly furnished by S. Schmidt, Esq , Manager of the 
American Bank Note Company, who has been a die-sinker and medal engraver for over 40 years, 
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“ New Orveans, Feb, 24, 1869. 


R. W. Ocpen, Esq, 
Dear Sir:—I have, at your request, examined very minutely the cent of 1815, and without hesitation 1 pronounce it a 
genuine coin, without any alteration, and struck from an original die made in, or for the United States Mint. 
Yours truly, S. Scumipt, 
Manager of Am. B. Note Company, and die-sinker of forty years’ standing.” 


This authority is sufficient to convince me that cents were coined in 1815, and that I possess one. 
If you would like me to send on by mail the original certificate of Mr. Schmidt, I can do so, although he must be well 
known in your city, at the office of the American Bank Note Company. Your most obedient serv't., 


R. W. Ocpen.* 


Mr. Betts presented a handsome ballot-box. 
The President nominated, as Resident Member, Mr. Robt. L. Stuart. Laid over, in accordance 
with the By-Law. 
Mr. Wood exhibited a number of fine medals, chiefly American. 
James Ouiver, Recording Secretary. 


Regular Meeting, March 25, 1869.—The President in the chair. 

The Annvat Evecrion was held, with the following result: 

President, Charles E. Anthon, LL.D.; First Vice-President, Beffjamin Betts; Second Vice- 
President, Wm. B. Dick; Corresponding Secretary, John A. Nexsen; Recording Secretary, J. 
Muhlenberg Bailey; Treasurer, ]. N. 'T. Levick; Curator, Edward Groh; Libra ian, Isaac PF, 
Wood, 

Mr. Robert L. Stuart was elected a Resident Member. 

J. Henry Applegate, Jr., Corresponding Member at San Francisco, sent a donation of two large 
engravings of that place—the first as “« Yerba Buena” in 1837, the second as it appears to-day. 

A Cent of 1815, belonging to Mr. R. W. Ogden, of New Orleans, which had been thought to 
disprove the cdrrectness of the belief that no such piece exists, was pronounced by the experts 
present to be an alteration from some other date. 

The usual variety of interesting numismatic specimens was offered for examination. Mr. Wood 
exhibited a number of fine American Medals, including the rare Alexander Hamilton by First, with 
the United States Treasury, Phil., on the reverse, and the legend ** To Public Credit, 1795”; also, 
the “ Baptism of the King of Rome”, by Andrieu, and the “ Singer’s Curse”, after Uhland, by K. 
Miller, 

Mr. Nexsen exhibited twenty-two “ first brass” Roman Emperors, all fine, and some, as Didius 
Julianus and Pertinax, very rare ; also, a Medal on the death of Catherine de Medici, 1589, with 
others illustrative of French history. 

Professor Anthon exhibited a fine gold “ Angel” of Henry VII., and four siege pieces struck from 
the plate of the citizens of beleaguered towns during the Dutch War of Independence’ against the 
Spaniards. ‘They were of Middelburg, 1572; Leyden, 1574; Amsterdam, 1578 ;~and Breda, 1625. 
That of Amsterdam, nearly equivalent intrinsically to our dollar, was coined by the people from the 
great silver statue of St. Nicholas, of the size of life, in the church of that name, Calling attention 
to the fact that numismatists have hitherto overlooked the coins of Hesse, though so intimately con- 
nected with the history of our Revolution, he exhibited a “ species-dollar” of 1766, * star-dollars”’ 
of 1776 and 1778, and a half * star-dollar” of 1776, all bearing the bust of Frederic II, the “ soul- 
seller,” who made three millions of pounds by hiring out his subjects to fight England’s quarrel in 
America. 


J. Munenserc Bawey, Recording Secretary, pro tem. 





cu ate = so obliging as subsequently to forward the piece in which he was so much interested; and it was exhibited at the meeting 
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BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 





April Meeting.—A regular meeting of this society was held on the 1st. The President, Mr. 
Colburn, read a paper on the Pine-tree money of 1650, the genuine character of which is in doubt. 

Mr. G. W. Pratt exhibited a series of about one hundred gold coins, among which were a five- 
guinea piece of William and Mary, 1692, one of William III., 1701, one of George II., 1731, and 
one of George III., 1787, also a two-guinea piece of William and Mary, 1694, one of William IIL, 
1701, one of George II., 1733, in brilliant condition, one with St. George and the dragon on the 
reverse, 1823, and two of George IV., proof, 1825 and 1826; a twenty-shilling piece in gold of 
Oliver Cromwell, in proof condition, 1656; a Washington funeral medal, in fine condition; a 
Franklin «* Mind Your Business” cent, in gold; a Franco-Americana piece in gold, 1796; a Mex- 
ican doubloon, proof, 1859; a “double Joe” of 1726, in fine condition; an Angel of Henry VI. 
Also seven Victoria war medals, in silver, given for service in India, the Peninsula, and the Crimea, 

Dr. S, A. Green read a paper on the origin of the‘national motto, E p/uribus unum, and its first 
use on the coinage. The legend of the New York ‘ doubloon”, as well as of one of the New 
York coppers, struck in 1787, is uxum e¢ pluribus; and of the “ Immunis Columbia” copper, struck 
the same year, it is ¢ pluribus unum, On the New Jersey copper of 1786, and the Kentucky copper 
of 1791, the legend is ¢ p/uribus unum; and on one of the varieties of the Washington cent of 1791, 
unum ¢ pluribus is seen in the scroll on the reverse. The motto appears for the first time on the 
national coinage in 1796, on the quarter-eagle, and in the following year on the eagle and the dime. 
In 1798, it appears on the silver dollar. 


SamugeL A. Green, Acting Secretary. 






ESSEX COUNTY ANTIQUARIAN AND NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 
Newark, N. J., April 30, 1869. 


Dr. Cuas. E. Antuon, Editor: 

Dear Sir :—A few gentlemen of this city, interested in antiquarian researches and the collection 
of books and coins, met together op Monday evening, March 29, and formed a union; launching 
themselves upon the community under the ambitious name of the “ Essex County Antiquarian and 
Numismatic Society,” which society is hereafter to make itself famous through the pursuits of the 
various members as connected with the * ologies” named in the title. The Officers elected were 
as follows: Ferdinand I. Illsley, President; John Sherman, Vice-President ; J. Woods Poinier, Jr, 
Secretary ; Jos. Lelarge, Treasurer. 

Thinking a notice of our action would not be unsuitable for publication in your Journat, the 
Society ordered a report of the same transmitted to you, and would be glad of a recognition by the 
ancient and honorable body of savans which the Journat represents. 

Very truly, erc., 
J. Woops Porisr, Jr., Secretary. 


MASON & CO.’S SECOND PHILADELPHIA COIN SALE, 


COLLECTION OF E. J. FARMER, ESQ., OF CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


No. 100 W1LL1AM Street, New York, 27th April, 1869. 


My Dear Sir :—In accordance with my promise, I now send you an account of the prices of the important pieces of the sale in Philadel- 
phia, on the 13th and 14th inst. : 


1 ee ET EELELLEOELEL $41 co 1793. Wreath Cent......+eeseensere $19 co ©1838. Silver Pattern Half Dollar, 

rs Small Eagle.....-.cccccscsess §$ OD 39794. CeMbiensscccscccvecccssesorss 425 _ Spread Eagle, fine proof.......++++ $13 00 

1839. Dollar, not proof............. 14 00 1797. GD” cacebebhssecscnuss eqawas 600 The Roman Family Coins a 

1851. “ Aas sap shee 2% \nicuppamedes vopeseductns 3 62 considerably over $1 each, Imperial, 

1852. OP TOMAR. + 50010000 00 0as 10 00 «61796. Half Cent........-.seeeeeeee II 25 also, $1.10 each. 

796. Half Dollar......-.......00++ 100 00 Oak Tree Shilling. .......-.++-0+ see 5 00 Messina Tetradrachm.......-+.+++++ 40 

1804. Quarter Dollar...........-... 3 50 Annapolis Shilling........-.+++++++- 4 50 Antiochus 18t.....-.0eeeceeeeeeeeees 00 

1824. og hae CULPTLE OTT TTL 6 25 Rosa Americana Penny.........--+- 8 50 Antiochus 8th...........+eeseee renee oo 

WO DB vecdcsecccsccccccscces 8 50 soe Ameri Farthing............ tz OO Tralles....cccccsccsccseccvecccncess 6 0 

1997. a eee 5 00 Mass. Half Cent, 1787.......-.-0++0+ 475 Patt Pererrrer er eer etree 73° 

a. a) kere ree 6 00 Washington Small Eagle Cent........ 18 00 ee, REPERET CLEC 5 00 

1846. PT es tn dwn unde Gane’ obd coneee 3.00 1836. Pattern Gold Dollar.......... 11 00 Black Walnut Case. ....+.+++++e+00+ 23 00 

1796 Half Dime. ......+...0+00000 3 00 1849. Engraved wae ee 13 00 Eckfeldt & Dubois Manual.........++ 14 0 

1803. wee Soe 300 1852. Ring  . éceupeewe 13 00 Bronzed Medal General Mead.....--- 21 00 
1, 3 5 Cent Patterns, 1868, $3.75 each ; 1, 3,"5 Cents, 1869, $2.75 each ; John Adams Presidential Medal, Copper, $10 ; Annapolis Three 

pence, S10. xe oe - me fai 

- Po om ¥ . Yours," faithfully, 


ett we. EDWARD COGAN, 


L 


= Pay 
To Dr. Cuantas’R. Awrnont&ec.- |" 















